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Preparing a Port for Heavy Weather 

LCDR Namon R. Dimitroff 
US Coast Guard Sector Houston-Galveston, Texas 

 

The US Coast Guard facilitates a phased port operations closure to minimize detrimental 

impacts due to severe weather. The Houston Maritime Complex is the largest complex in the 

US by tonnage and facilitates approximately $7.4M in commerce per minute. Re-constituting 

port operations post-storm is critical to our national economy.  

 

We direct port conditions that roughly align with the National Weather Service’s Hurricane 

Condition establishment.  There can be some variability depending on the predictd severity and 

track of the storm. 

 

 
 

We utilize the National Incident Management System / Incident Command System Framework 

to manage pre-storm preparation and post storm operations jointly with state federal, and 

applicable industry partners. Our objective throughout the process is to ensure safety of life and 

enable swift re-constitution of port operations. 

 

 

 

 

 




